
Culminating Project: Enhancing Youth Literacy 
 
For your final reflection, choose ONE of the following THREE options. 
 
OPTION 1: Final Reflective Collection (the traditional option) 
 
This final reflective collection will be a showcase of your thinking and learning throughout 
the term and will allow you to think about how your own actions and learning fit with the 
University Studies Goals.  It will also allow you to consider how these goals do or do not 
reflect your hands on learning and your goals for future civic engagement. 
 
For a refresher on the University Studies Goals, please go to http://pdx.edu/unst/university-
studies-goals. 
 
Instructions for collecting your work and reflecting on the University Studies 
Goals 
 
1. First, please review the University Studies Goals basic information here: 

http://pdx.edu/unst/university-studies-goals.  Each goal has a rubric that you can click on 

for more details about that goal. 

2. Choose one piece of your work (an Experience with your peers or at the community 

partner site, a Reading Response, a Journal Entry, OR a Discussion Thread that you 

participated in) that best represents each of the following goals: 

a. Inquiry and Critical Thinking 

b. Communication 

c. The Diversity of Human Experience 

d. Ethics and Social Responsibility 

3. Create a single document for your submission to the DROPBOX.  This document should 

include the following: 

a. An introduction reflecting on the goal category in which your most significant 

learning took place.  This learning may have occurred through traditional 

academic learning AND hands-on work.  Your introduction should also indicate 

which of the four goals is an area that you’d like to focus on as you continue your 

thinking and acting in the community.  Where do you want to grow more? 

i. Think back to the articles/readings that have been most compelling to 

you.  Consider mirroring a technique that a compelling article/reading  

used to start your own reflection (describe an illuminating hands-on 

moment, use a startling fact, etc.)   

b. A section for each of the four University Studies Goals.   

i. Start each section with a reflection (1 paragraph) on how you feel the 

piece of work you’ve chosen fits into specific aspects of that goal (as 

described on the U. Studies website and/or in our course syllabus) and 

where you hope to grow within that goal through further thinking and 

civic engagement.  You may also want to highlight any ways you 



grew/stretched as a person, took a leadership role, or challenged your 

assumptions around that goal. 

ii. Then, include the assignment title of the original piece of work (or the 

day of your experience if you’re referencing classroom or on-site work) 

AND the original piece of work itself (copy and paste). 

 

Note: This document does not need to be hugely long, but it does need to be thoughtful.  

Thank you for all of your good work! 



Option 2: Using Your Knowledge to Inform and Inspire Others (the letter 
writing option) 
 
“Pick battles big enough to matter, small enough to win.”  --Jonathan Kozol 
 
This term, you’ve become informed on local and national education issues and have formed 
strong opinions and perspectives based on your reading and your hands-on work.  Now, it’s 
time to experiment with how you want to continue your community engagement.   
 
One form of easy community engagement is letter writing.  This option gives you the 
opportunity to write and submit a letter on your hopes and/or concerns for education in your 
community.  You can choose to write a letter to (a) a state legislator, (b) Governor 
Kitzhaber, (c) the media (a local newspaper), (d) a city commissioner, (e) and more (for 
example, a non-profit supervisor, a neighborhood association).  
 

1. Think about what current education issue is most important to you or most significant 

to our community right now.   

2. Decide on the best and most powerful audience for your letter.  Connect your topic to 

the appropriate audience (you can also ask me if you need help identifying who will 

be best to write to). 

3. Check out these handy links for some ideas on the letter writing genre: 

a. Writing to a Legislator: 

https://www.sites.google.com/site/upsetaboutyourchoices/contact-those-in-

power 

b.  Writing to the Media: 

https://www.sites.google.com/site/upsetaboutyourchoices/through-the-media 

c. Writing to Your Governor: http://www.wikihow.com/Address-a-Letter-to-a-

Government-Official 

4. Write your letter.  Be specific and consider referencing your learning in this class and 

your on-site learning with the community partner.  Take a position.  Request a 

specific action.  Consider requesting to meet for a face-to-face conversation if you’re 

writing to a local representative. 

5. Document your sending of your letter – this could be through an image, a screen shot, 

etc. 

6. Submit a copy of your letter to the Dropbox.  

a. Along with your copy of the letter, please write a short reflection on the 

process: 

i. Why did you choose the letter writing option? 

ii. What was easiest about writing the letter?  What was most difficult? 

iii. In what ways did you connect to your hands-on and classroom 

learning in the letter and how did you use those experiences to build 

your authority?   

iv. What additional actions might you take in the future to further 

support the ideas you’ve written about? 



Option 3: Continuing the Work (Your Plan for Continued Volunteer Work in 
the Community…Goal Setting) 
 
Research shows that we are more likely to accomplish things if we set very specific goals and 
write them down for reference.  We become even more likely to accomplish our goals when 
we state them publicly.  
 
This option allows you to take some time for creating a plan for your future community 
engagement in the next 3 months, 6 months, or 12 months (you choose the size of your goal). 
 

1. Think about what kind of community work is most important to you and how it relates 

to your bigger values.  You may be interested in continuing work to support kids and 

schools OR you might have realized that you’re interested in working in the areas of 

juvenile justice, the environment, libraries, hunger, transportation, animal rights, etc.  

Focus in. 

2. Decide on a timeline.  Being specific about your goals within a specific timeframe 

makes you more likely to achieve them.  You can choose 3 months, 6 months, or 12 

months for the purposes of this assignment. 

3. Go outside of your comfort zone and establish some action steps.  You can choose as 

many steps as make sense to the kind of plan you’re developing.   

a. Choose at least THREE of the “Fitting Activism into Your Daily Life” steps 

that we’ve discussed throughout the term (see list below).  Feel free to also 

incorporate additional steps that make sense with your individual plan for 

community work.  Note that these steps are written as education-specific but 

can easily be incorporated into any other community focus. 

4. Create a document that contains the following pieces: 

a. A brief introduction that details the kind of community work you want to do, 

the ways this community work connects to bigger values or social justice 

issues, and any connections to the themes/discussions we’ve been having in 

class and how our course work has contributed to your vision of staying 

actively engaged (if it has).   

b. A section dedicated to laying out your timeline and specific goals. The more 

detailed and specific you are about how you will meet each goal or theme, 

the better. 

c. A conclusion that discusses your own system of accountability, barriers to 

success, and resources that will keep you on track.  Discuss the following: 

i. How will you stay on track with your goals?   

ii. Do you want me to email you to check in as a way of supporting your 

process?   

iii. Would you be open to posting your action plan on the PDXEAN blog 

as a way of inspiring other students and community members? 

iv. How do you feel after making this plan?  How does this reflect your 

overall learning in this course? 



Please submit your completed plan to the DROPBOX. 
 



FITTING ACTIVISM INTO YOUR DAILY LIFE 
Action Steps to Consider for the Final Reflection (choose 3 of the below to 
experiment with if  you have chosen OPTION 3 for final reflection) 
 
The links that I’m providing as examples/inspiration are from the PDX Education Network 
blog that I’ve been writing (with the help of various educators and students) for the past 
seven months.  In February, I ran a series of posts on easy ways to get involved.  These are 
provided below as guides for pushing yourself to create some concrete action steps that will 
allow you to get more involved in the community.  Please reread the instructions on the Final 
Reflection in CONTENT in our D2L course for all of the details. 
 
Reminder: All of the links I include below relate to my own work with students on education 
activism. You can translate the information for your own social justice focus if needed. 
 

1. SHARE INFORMATION: Figure out ways to share your sources of information on 
the social issue you’ve chosen with others.  This might include starting a blog, 
committing to emailing or sharing articles and information via a social network site, 
or having more conversations with people about the topic. 

a. Here’s a link to give you some ideas of what this might look like in the 
education arena:  
http://pdxean.wordpress.com/2012/02/02/fitting-activism-into-your-daily-life-

the-valentines-day-challenge-read-comment/ 

 

2. JOIN AN ORGANIZATION/POLITICAL MOVEMENT: Find an organization or a 
movement to join that is related to the social issue you’ve chosen. 

a. Here’s a link about what this might look like in the education arena: 
http://pdxean.wordpress.com/2012/02/02/ever-thought-about-joining-a-

movement-or-organization-valentines-challenge-day-2/ 

 

3. CONNECT TO KIDS & FAMILIES: Think about how you might support kids and 
families in your social issue area. 

a. Here are some ideas from the education arena:  
http://pdxean.wordpress.com/2012/02/03/can-being-nicer-to-kids-and-
families-make-a-difference-valentines-challenge-day-3/ 

4. THINK BIG OR THINK SMALL 
a. Read more about what this means (in the context of education) here: 

http://pdxean.wordpress.com/2012/02/05/go-big-and-go-small-valentines-day-
challenges-4-5/ 

5. LEARN HOW TO DONATE EFFECTIVELY 
a. This might mean learning how to donate money, to raise money, or to donate 

time effectively: http://pdxean.wordpress.com/2012/02/05/how-to-donate-
effectively-valentines-challenge-day-6/ 

6. BECOME INFORMED ON THE POLICY LEVEL: 
a. Here’s an example of what this means for education and some steps to take: 

http://pdxean.wordpress.com/2012/02/09/valentines-challenge-9-be-
informed-about-whats-going-on-in-the-2012-legislative-session-right-now-
and-add-your-voice/ 

7. BE REALISTIC 



a. This challenge is to actually find realistic time in your life to fit in community 
work without burning out.  Here’s my post related to education and this issue: 
http://pdxean.wordpress.com/2012/02/11/early-to-bed-early-to-rise-
valentines-challenge-days-10-11/ 

8. STOP MULTITASKING 
a. http://pdxean.wordpress.com/2012/02/12/stop-multitasking-and-become-an-

expert-on-something-small-valentines-challenge-day-12/ 
9. USE THE LIBRARY 

a. http://pdxean.wordpress.com/2012/02/13/love-your-library-valentines-
challenge-13/ 

10. SIMPLY CONNECT 
a. http://pdxean.wordpress.com/2012/02/13/simply-connect-valentines-

challenge-14/ 
 

 
 
 
 


