
UNST 421: Enhancing Youth Literacy (Partnerships with 
Portland Youth Builders, James John SUN Program, ASPIRE, 
Parkrose SUN Program, & University Park Community Center 
Homework Club & Preschool) 

 
Spring 2012, Mondays 10:15-12:30 & Online Participation 
NOTE:  This is a hybrid class.  You will be expected to fully participate in all face-to-face and online portions of the class.  This 

is a 6-credit course, and the workload will be non-traditional in its format (presentations, group projects, volunteering in the 

community, etc.). 

 
Instructor & Email:          Zapoura Newton-Calvert (zapoura@pdx.edu) 

Office Hours:   After class or by appointment  

 
Portland Youth Builders Address and Contact Information 
Elise Huggins, Partnership Contact Person 

4816 SE 92nd Avenue, Portland OR 97266  

 

SITE ORIENTATION:   TBD 
 
James John SUN Program Address and Contact Information 
Koali Blumer-Buell, Partnership Contact Person 
7439 N. Charleston Avenue, Portland, OR 

 
SITE ORIENTATION: TBD 

 
Parkrose Schools Uniting Neighborhoods Program Address and Contact Information 
Travis Richardson, Partnership Contact Person  

12003 NE Shaver St., Portland, OR 

 

SITE ORIENTATION: TBD 

 

University Park Community Center Address and Contact Information 
Amourie Adair, Partnership Contact Person 

9009 N. Foss Avenue, Portland, OR  

 

SITE ORIENTATION: TBD  

 

ASPIRE Program (Gresham and Parkrose High School Placements) 
Evelyn Salazar, Partnership Contact Person 

Gresham High School (1200 N Main Avenue; Gresham, OR; 97030) 
Parkrose High School  (12003 NE Shaver St., Portland, OR) 

 

Capstone Partnership with Portland Youth Builders (10-15 positions) 
The Enhancing Youth Literacy Capstone has been working with various education programs and schools over the past five years.  
This is our first year partnered with the Portland Youth Builders program, which helps young high school aged people make long 



term positive change.  Students attend PYB every weekday, alternating between academic studies and vocational training in 
either our green construction or computer technology program.  All students receive career development skills, leadership 
development opportunities, and long term support.  

• PYB is a diploma-granting alternative high school.   
• PYB is a vocational training program.   
• PYB prepares young people for successful careers.  
• PYB is about making positive change.   
• PYB is for life.  

Capstone Partnership with the James John School S.U.N. Program 
This is our first term in partnership with the James John School, which is located in the St. Johns Neighborhood.  This school is 

a feeder school for Roosevelt High School, a school with one of the highest dropout rates in the state.  James John is currently 

developing a host of support programs for kids and families, and the S.U.N. Program has a big role in this kind of support.  After 

school program time, as we will discuss in class, can be credited with helping to close the achievement gap, keeping kids safe 

and connected to the community, giving children access to adult mentors, supplementing school time with other kinds of learning 

(art, science, etc.).   

 

Capstone Partnership with Parkrose High School S.U.N. Program 
This is our first term in partnership with the Parkrose High School S.U.N. Program in the capacity of tutors.  Schools Uniting 

Neighborhoods (S.U.N. is a county-wide program) is a program designed to integrate a wide array of services for students and 

families and to link schools to the community.  We will be working within a selection of Parkrose High School classrooms and in 

the afterschool program to provide tutoring to students in math and writing. With disturbingly high dropout rates in high schools 

across Oregon (44%), supporting high school students and providing them with mentors and tutors is incredibly important.  

Recent state test scores showed 10th grade students at Parkrose scoring in the 70th percentile in reading, the 60th percentile in 

math, and the 50th percentile in writing. 

 

Capstone Partnership with the University Park Community Center 
Homework Club & Preschool 
 
The Homework Club is an established Portland Parks and Recreation program at the University Park Community Center, 
located in North Portland. This community center primarily serves children from Rosa Parks, Cesar Chavez, and James John 
schools. Rosa Parks is a Title I school with 91% of students receiving free and reduced lunch. Cesar Chavez is also a Title I 
school with 86% of students receiving free and reduced lunch. Peninsula is a Title I school with 80 % of students receiving free 
and reduced lunch. According to data gathered by the University Park Community Center, these schools are diverse in terms of 
language and ethnicity. For example, 50% of Cesar Chavez students are Hispanic, 19% African American, 19% White, 8.3% 
Asian, and 1.4% Native American. Rosa Parks students are statistically 6.2 % Asian, 42% African American, 27% Hispanic, 
1.4% Native American, 17.8% White, and 5% multiple ethnicities.  
 
In recent reports on 2007 No Child Left Behind test scores, Rosa Parks students range from 25%-57% meeting benchmark in 
reading, writing, and math (“Oregon Schools Guide”). Cesar Chavez students range from 12%-70% meeting benchmark in 
reading, writing, and math. In both schools, special concern surrounds 4th and 7th grade writing scores (only 12-15% meeting 
benchmark) (“Oregon Schools Guide”). Students attending the Homework Club fit the socioeconomic profile discussed in 
reports by the Nellie Mae Foundation as those experiencing the largest achievement gaps (Miller). For this reason, Capstone 
student assistance with developing creative and thoughtful afterschool activities related to science, writing, art, critical thinking, 
history, etc., will contribute greatly to work closing the achievement gap. In addition, recent proposed state-wide budget cuts 
will heavily impact both Portland Public Schools and Portland Parks and Recreation services.  Capstone support will be vital in 
filling roles that University Park will not be able to fund this year. 

 

Preschool volunteers will be working with the Kinder Kids program, which serves children ages 3-5.  The program seeks to give 

each child an opportunity to develop basic skills and a positive attitude toward learning and interaction with others. This is a 

new opportunity for Capstone students and will allow us to engage in experiences and discussions on the importance of early 

childhood development and ways in which the achievement gap appears for children as early as 3 and 4 years of age if solid 

preschool and early care programs are not available in communities.  In addition, recent proposed state-wide budget cuts will 



heavily impact both Portland Public Schools and Portland Parks and Recreation services.  Capstone support will be vital in 

filling roles that University Park will not be able to fund this year. 

 

ASPIRE PROGRAM 
As we will discuss in class, the high school graduation rate in Oregon and the college completion rate are much lower than the 

national average.  The ASPIRE Program seeks to support students in the process of discussing and applying to college with the 

help of a personal mentor who will be with the student throughout the daunting steps that it takes to go to university.  The 

ASPIRE sites that we will be working with are located on high school campuses, so that students have easy access to their 

services.   

 

Instructor’s Facilitation Role: 
My job, as your Capstone instructor, is to serve as a facilitator and advisor for your experience.  Our work in the classroom 

should build a context for thinking more deeply as you provide service to the community.  This is a community-based class not 

only in your service work but also in the classroom.  The classroom community is built by all of us in an open, honest, and critical 

space. 

 
PSU Volunteer Roles: 
PSU students will spend 30 hours of service related in ONE of the placement sites, including tutoring, mentoring, classroom 

assistance and final project work (this will only be a small part of the 30 hours [up to 5 hours]). 

  
Weekly Reflective Journal Entries 

Each week’s journal entry submission should do the following: 

1. Record the specifics of your volunteer time and keep a log of hours you work.  You will be asked to track your work 

with youth throughout the term.  This should be descriptive, detailed, and personal, as well as connected to ideas we’re 

discussing in the course. 

2. Make connections between what you see in the classroom and what you see in the course readings/discussions. 

3. Be submitted by the Sunday following the volunteer week EACH WEEK.  These will be checked each week. 

4. If you do not volunteer during a particular week, please note that in your entry.  Do not merely skip a week of journal 

entries.  If you are sick, note that in your entry. 

 

Volunteer Hours 

During the first week of class, we will be solidifying a volunteer schedule for the term.  You will be able to choose the day/days 

and time/times you will volunteer each week.  These should be consistent from week to week, as the students will begin to know 

you and expect you to be there.  If you are ill or are not able to attend your volunteer slot, please directly contact the community 

partner to let them know in advance. 

 
FINAL PROJECTS/PRODUCTS 
As part of our work this term, you will be grouped with peers in order to work on a final project (in lieu of a final exam), which 

will be presented to our community partner at the end of the term.  Each team will do background research on current best 

practices and will put together a product that will help support our community partner sites.  More details will be given in the 

first few weeks of the term. 
      

Texts/Supplies: 
• City Kids, City Schools, edited by William Ayers 

• Changing the Odds for Children at Risk, by Susan Neuman 

• Our Desire to Learn site will contain links to additional course readings. 

 
Course Requirements/Grades: 



Your grade is based on all of the criteria for course requirements and policies.  However, as indicated in the Student Capstone 

Guide, you are not graded only on the service aspects of the course in themselves, but on the learning demonstrated by your 

contributions to group work and the quality of group and individual written production and/or oral presentations. 

 

In Class/Online (Critical Reading, Thinking, and Sharing) (40% of final grade) 
Your final grade is a reflection of your work as a critical thinker, learner, speaker, and writer on topics surrounding public 

school education. 

• Class Participation/Attendance (10%): This will include participation in face-to-face meetings and online. 

• Short Reading Responses & Presentations (in class and online) (30%)  
 

Discussion is a key component to our service learning this term.  You will be required to submit online reading responses 

throughout the term and to bring a draft copy to class.  Further instructions will be discussed in class.  

 

Presentations will be focused on linking course readings and topics to updated research and local experiences of students and 

educators in our community.  Detailed instructions will be given. 

 

Socially Responsible Learning (60% of final grade) 
 

This portion of your grade will be evidenced in your interactions with one another and our community partner, your writing on 

your experience as a curriculum developer, teacher, and group project participant, your contributions to the group project, and 

the quality of the project itself. 

• Tutoring/Mentoring/Classroom Assistance Final Project (hours, end-of-term review) (40%) 
Students must spend at least 30 volunteer hours. 

• Volunteer Experience Journal (20% of final grade)  
  Your personal journal entries should do the following: 

• Record the specifics of teaching, curriculum development, or documentary work session and keep a log of hours 

you work on projects with your community partner placement. 

• Make connections between what you see in the classroom and what you see in the course readings. 

• Track students you work with one-on-one or in small groups 

• A final narrative will be required at the end of the term.  

•  

Policies: 

Attendance: 
Attendance and class participation are expected and required.  It is critical that you do not miss or be late to your sessions.  The 

community partners and the students will be depending on you; also, you will be representing PSU in the community, so 

responsible behavior is obviously essential.  Notify in advance if you must miss a session or class period.  

 

More than 1 PSU absences will lower your grade by one grade (i.e., B becomes B-).  Two or more absences may result in 

failure or mandatory withdrawal.  It is important to be to class on time as your being late will keep the group from functioning 

as a whole.  Therefore, 2 late arrivals = 1 absence. 

 
Late Work:  Late work is not accepted unless previous arrangements have been made.  
 
Paper Format:  Typed, double-spaced, proofread, thoughtful 
	  
 
University Studies & Course Goals 
 Inquiry and Critical Thinking 

o To learn about local and national issues of education, the achievement gap, desegregation of schools, and the 

role of community centers to support child and youth achievement. 



o To explore the “achievement gap” as an issue related to larger social inequities and to research support 

systems that help close this gap. 

 Communication 
o To develop mentor skills, critical thinking, and oral communication through hands-on reading and tutoring. 

 The Diversity of Human Experience 
o To understand and utilize multiple learning styles (using Howard Gardner’s ideas about multiple intelligences) 

and tools (computer, art, etc.) for effective literacy learning in a diverse population of youth. 

o To consider the special challenges and richness in urban centers and to facilitate learning based on partner 

needs in a culturally competent manner. 

 Ethics and Social Responsibility 
o To consider and understand the role of community members (volunteer and paid) in forming stronger access to 

services, academic enrichment, and long-term success in school. 

o To gain leadership experience and to develop interpersonal communication skills working with community 

center staff and volunteers as a community of support for youth. 

o To learn about advocacy for youth in Oregon and to participate in at least one act of advocacy during the term 

(for example, letter writing).  

 

	  
	  
	  
	  


